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ATC Conservation Department Highlights 
Spring 2015 

 
Effective Stewardship: With good collaboration between ATC's conservation and marketing 
departments, we launched the thru-hiker registration system for 2015. This on-line voluntary 
registration will allow us and the public to be alerted to overcrowding on the Trail and at 
shelters/campsites, and it offers hikers an opportunity to adjust their thru-hike start dates and 
locations accordingly. The team developed a commemorative Leave No Trace hang-tag to 
distribute to registered hikers along with ATC membership information. The registration page 
includes charts that reflect the number of people registered registered to start their hike on 
specific days. As of early March, nearly 1,000 thru-hikers were registered.  

We have been working with APPA to organize an approach to inventory trail assets in 2015. 
The inventory is critical to positioning A.T. projects for future funding. Also on the planning front, 
we have been working towards a database for open area/maintained landscapes to facilitate 
project identification for future funding. A team has been focused on organizing capital projects 
and structure demolitions with volunteers. 

All of the field offices have been busy hiring crew staff and ridgerunners for the upcoming 
season. The first team of ridgerunners hit the Trail in the Deep South, kicking off their season 
with training this past month.  

Draft  procedures  and  forms  for  ATC’s  Policy  on  Stewardship of Conservation Easements have 
been completed. We continue to follow up on an easement violation in Virginia. We have 
recruited and trained two interns to support our stewardship program and are also building our 
volunteer training to assist with easement monitoring. 

Proactive Protection: We are happy to report that our good partners at the Trust for Public 
Lands (TPL) announced the closing of the Orbeton Conservation Easement in December, 
protecting almost 6,000 acres directly abutting Maine A.T. Land Trust and ATC lands on the 
south side of Saddleback Mountain in Maine. Hawk Metheny and Carlen Emanuel worked 
closely with TPL in support of this project. A success for expanded A.T. landscape protection! 

We also are happy to report that the proposed casino near the Trail in Sterling Forest, New 
York, was rejected. This is a significant outcome for ATC and partners at the New York-New 
Jersey Trail Conference, the Appalachian Mountain Club, and other conservation organizations 
who opposed the proposal. 

Energy infrastructure continues to be a major issue. A task force dedicated to developing a new 
policy with regard to the numerous gas pipeline proposals completed an initial draft, which will 
be shared with clubs, agency partners, and the ATC Board for further comment. In the 
meantime the draft policy has been helpful in offering comments to the agency about early 
surveys on USFS lands. A team of USFS, NPS, and ATC staff, and club and Council volunteers 
continue to meet regularly to coordinate responses to pipeline proposals. Laura wrote an op-ed 
piece on the cumulative impact of the proposed lines, which was published in the Roanoke 
Times (see Trail Guardians). We are continuing to track and comment on several active gas 
pipeline proposals, including Kinder Morgan, Penn East, Atlantic Coast, and Mountain Valley 
Pipelines. 

Transmission line and wind development are heating up in Maine. An overview of the current 
projects can be viewed here. Hawk Metheny has been coordinating with the Maine Appalachian 

http://www.appalachiantrail.org/thruhikeregistration
http://www.roanoke.com/opinion/belleville-trail-guardians-worried-about-pipelines/article_1231758a-c350-5f5b-ad05-add58b1f9a8c.html
https://www.dropbox.com/s/taf4ge9wnl0o9rg/MATC%20energy%20infrastucture%20update%20%281%29.pptx?dl=0
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Trail Club as they recommend state legislation that would expand the protected viewscape for 
an environmental assessment from 8 miles to 15 miles out. There are a number of wind turbine 
and transmission line issues that will be proposed in the future in Maine and in Vermont. All of 
these are HydroQuebec projects.  

Bob Proudman presented testimony at a public hearing for EPA's rulemaking on ozone 
pollution. ATC and our partner the Appalachian Mountain Club are in favor of reducing ozone 
concentrations to 60 parts-per-billion (currently 75 ppb) for the primary standard, which is based 
on public health. Bob also spoke in support of setting the "W126 metric" at 7 parts per million 
hours. The metric is a weighted index designed to reflect cumulative ozone exposures that can 
damage plants and trees during the growing season. The outdoor recreation community has an 
important voice in this rulemaking. We will work with the Council to finalize our comments to 
EPA. 
 
Senior Conservation staff members were in D.C. for the annual “Hike  the  Hill" advocacy event, 
along with many other national scenic and historic trail representatives from across the country, 
with nearly a week of organized meetings with agency and Congressional representatives. Our 
experience  at  Hike  the  Hill  was  a  bit  unusual  this  year  because  the  President’s  budget  was  
released before our meetings, meaning we knew beforehand which of our A.T. parcels are in 
the budget for acquisition and how they were ranked. While we have fared better in previous 
years, we did have several projects in Virginia, Tennessee, and North Carolina that rank high 
enough in the budget request to potentially receive funding through appropriations. A Forest 
Legacy project in Virginia that we have supported was also included in the budget, but was not 
ranked as well as we had hoped. Our meetings with Congressional offices were focused on 
reauthorization of the Land and Water Conservation Act, as well as full annual funding at $900 
million. 

We have been working on the development of an A.T. landscape initiative. A job description for 
the Director of Landscape Conservation was developed and posted, and we have begun 
interviewing lead candidates. We also developed a letter of interest that was submitted to 
several foundations along with an updated conceptual map depicting the scale of the A.T. 
landscape and draft priority sub-landscapes. 

Engaged Partners: ATC’s  natural resource management staff, APPA, and Fred Dieffenbach of 
the NPS Inventory and Monitoring Network met for a three-day retreat in Vermont to review 
protocols and plan for 2015. This was the first such planning meeting since 2010. Fred offered 
updated information about A.T. vital sign reports (see: Resource reports). Much planning and 
coordination has been taking place this past month with APPA as we position A.T. projects for 
funding, and project implementation 

Julie Judkins has set the groundwork this past year to host an important forum with all partner 
A.T. Communities in 2015. ATC anticipates funding from the National Park Service for this 
project. She has worked with a focus group of community representatives to identify session 
topics and community interest.  

Also of note—plans for the designation ceremony of Fontana Dam as the 36th A.T. Community 
are underway for March 26th. New DOI/VISTAs began working in February. Jay Prevatt has 
replaced Brady Adcock in Damascus, Virginia, and Amanda Gardner will serve for the next year 
in Rangeley, Maine, working closely with the local organization, Rangeley Health and Wellness. 

http://science.nature.nps.gov/im/units/netn/reports/ResourceBriefs/APPA_ResourceBrief_Index.cfm


Spring 2015 MA-RPC Meeting  Attach #6 
 
Millinocket VISTA Tom Sobol has been working with that community partner on an improved 
signage and branding proposal.  

The National Park Foundation Active Trails program has renewed funding to ATC to expand the 
healthy living initiative that they funded in 2014, Finding Your Way to the Appalachian Trail—
Healthy Living, Happy Hiking. 

Broader Relevancy: Andrew Downs held meetings with Damascus, Virginia, town leaders to 
explore their interest in developing an A.T. visitor and training center as part of a town 
redevelopment project and a broader regional initiative to promote outdoor recreation as an 
economic development strategy. Planners envision that the center would have training for youth 
and new hikers and would serve as a venue for outdoor recreation and conservation 
organizations to collaborate on training programs. We are in the very early stages of discussion 
about this opportunity. 

A similar vision is unfolding for ATC's Kellogg Conservation Center in Massachusetts, as that 
property continues to be improved for expanded capacity to host visitors and training.  

Recruitment for 2015 Trail to Every Classroom participating teachers is in full swing. Our focus 
this year is on engaging urban schools. We hope to increase the diversity of teachers in the 
program. Also on the youth engagement front, Claire Polfus is the lead to coordinate a youth 
leadership summit to be held in Maine in early March, bringing together high-school and college 
students involved with outing clubs for training and a collaborative conversations about 
opportunities to engage more youth in outdoor programs and specifically in hiking and trail 
management. 

 


